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On 16 and 17 of October 2014 the 67 International Softwood Conference
(ISC) took place at the “Steigenberger Hotel am Kanzleramt” in Berlin. More
than 180 participants from 20 countries attended this year’s conference,
which was jointly hosted by the German Organization of the Sawmill and
Timber Industry (DeSH), the European Organization of the Sawmill Industry
(EOS) and the European Timber Trade Federation (ETTF).
The conference opened with the traditional market analysis from the perspective
of top-class international speakers. The presented facts and figures showed that
softwood production as well as consumption increased in the last years both in
Europe and North America. But the main message of this year’s conference was,
in contrast to earlier forecasts, that the sector can only expect a moderate growth
in the next years.
Cost development of softwood logs mostly remains on the several national levels.
Special cause of concern: raw material supply changes to the disadvantage of
the softwood industry in many regions. Most European representatives described
and forecasted the availability of logs as low to normal. Accordingly, strategies to
ensure round wood supplies in the years ahead were one of the issues most
talked about on the first conference day.
On the second day special attention was given to the European wood industry
and the building with wood. EOS and ETTF proudly presented their strategic
web-based collaboration named Wood-Toolbox, which aims to provide the member organizations updated case studies and other promotional material about
wood as a modern and sustainable building material in urban construction. Referring to the topic of “Green Building”, a presentation on environmental assessment
standards and schemes showed the importance of life cycle analysis as established data backbone for building products as well as the confusing variety of
international certification schemes. The timber and sawmill industry seems to be
determined to take action in this field and to rationalize the excessive work required to obtain the multitude of certificates.
At the closing of the event the organizers presented next years host. The International Softwood Conference 2015 will take place in the Netherlands.
For more information please visit the website www.isc2014.de.
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Deutsche Säge- und Holzindustrie (DeSH)
The Deutsche Säge- und Holzindustrie (DeSH) is the national organization of the German timber and
sawmill industry.
The European Organisation of the Sawmill Industry (EOS)
Through its member countries EOS represents some 35 000 sawmills in 13 countries across Europe
manufacturing sawn boards, timber frames, glulam, decking, flooring, joinery, fencing and several
other wood products. Together they represent 75 % of the total European sawn wood output and a
turnover of almost 34 billion EUR, creating over 259 000 job opportunities annually in the EU.
European TImber Trade Federation (ETTF)
European Timber Trade Federation is the umbrella organization for the European timber trade
organizing 19 national federations of timber importers and merchants.
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